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Abstract

Terrorism, resistance and gender imaginary
in Cairo Graffiti

Mona Abaza
Translated and designed by Huda Taleb

The issue of women's empowerment continues to be of paramount significance in
determining the future of the incomplete Arab revolutions. Numerous scholars, activists,
and feminists have commented with concern about the precarious position of women
after the contagious revolutions, which started in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. Many have
expressed anxiety that the controversial gender issue in the Middle East will dominate
the coming years, as even Christian leaders transmit Islamists’ pressure on women to
dress «more modestly» to their communities. Others have remarked that misogynist
attitudes are observable today across the post-revolutionary Arab states, because the
Islamists in power have revealed themselves to be agents of an «Islamic neoliberaly
ideology that works hand in hand with constraining measures regarding women. These
observers have pointed to various shocking acts that all converge in one direction: the
targeting of women s bodies. This article attempts to weave a text on the recent changes
pertaining to gender issues and politics in Egypt with the flowering art of graffiti that
has filled the streets of Cairo.

Keywords: Graffiti; protesting women; gender; Egypt; Arab revolutions; woman’s
body.
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Résumé

Manifestation des révolutions arabes au sein
des expressions théatrales des jeunes

Watfa Hamadé

Les sociétés arabes vivent aujourd’hui différentes métamorphoses suite au
printemps arabe. Ces changements importants sont le fruit d’'un mouvement politique
d’une jeune geénération qui lutte pour atteindre des objectifs révolutionnaires dans
les pays arabes tels la Tunisie, I’Egypte, le Yémen et la Syrie. Ces changements sont
exprimés et illustrés dans [’écriture des textes thédtraux par des jeunes auteurs qui ont
initié et marqué la naissance du printemps arabe en incarnant leur vision intellectuelle
et révolutionnaire dans des textes dramatiques. Afin de comprendre cette vision, nous
allons étudier la structure des textes artistiques et intellectuels (modéles des textes
thédtraux de Tunisie, Yémen. Egypte, Syrie) et poursuivre la relation du nouveau
récepteur avec cette nouveauté dans le thédtre révélant un nouveau concept de l’identite.
L’étude a permis de souligner les structures de ces textes artistiques et intellectuels qui
représentent une certaine instabilité et une variation, révélant un processus d’éléements
innovateurs bien qu’inachevés.

Mots clés: Foule psychologique; théatre ; jeunes; performance de I’art; paradigme;
Printemps arabe.
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Abstract

Discourse of Objection: “Dégage» as a prototype

Nader Sraj

This paper tackles the phenomenon of the clause equivalent, a one—word statement
that functions as a word and formulates a highly significant, semantically condensed
verbal clause. This paper studies the imperative clause equivalent “Irhal” — leave. It
reflects in its single unit and tenor the state of the rebellious youth calling for change.
The addressee is in effect the oppressive ruler whom the Arab revolutionary activists
have demanded to depart immediately from power and the country along with his party
and family. In this study we tried to locate the linguistic formula of ousting within the
sarcastic protest discourse. We examined the different signifiers used to epitomize this
idea. Adapting this concept to one of the possible realms of both the speaker and the
recipient, and knowing the possible contexts for its use, is in fact similar to the processes
of understanding, assimilating, and the ability to relate. This is what we noticed in the
numerous expressions derived from this initial expression. The Arab youth excelled
in reducing the signification of this clause equivalent to a political act for change,
transposing this expressive type from the authoritarian lexicon to the de facto lexicon.
The linguistic and cultural contexts for the use of “Irhal” and its colloquial equivalents
show that the originator of this verb, the conditions of its creation, the identities of its
recipients and those to whom the demand to leave was addressed differed from country
to country. This diversification followed the evolutionary stages of the pronunciation of
that these messages went through.

Keywords: Arab revolutions; Arab youth; protest discourse; clause equivalent;
Egyptian people; bricolage; linguistics.
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Abstract

La Piéta yéménite entre ’archétype
et les révolutions arabes

Hind Al Soufi

L’insurgence arabe s’est délenchée soudainement avec pour discours la dignité
humaine. Il serait tot de parler d’un automne arabe. Cependant, dans cette étude, on
propose d’analyser I'impact de ces soulévements sur le media occidental a partir d une
analyse approfondie de la “Piétaislamique”, photo prise par Aranda qui remporta
le prix de la photo artistique du media 2013. Elle représente la mere en douleurs
portant le nigab avec dans ses bras son fils blessé torse nu. Une Piéta «sublimey...
Les soulevements arabes ont provoqué une interaction de I'Occident qui essaie de
déchiffrer les codes et les secrets de ces «pseudo—revolutionsy. Comment [’Occident
a—t—il visualisé ces insurgences? Un retour a l’archétype est favorable pour mener a
fond une étude approfondie, la Piéta étant enracinée dans la mémoire populaire. Le
theme est chrétien par excellence, theme de la mort et de la douleur; il s’est propagé
durant la Renaissance et continue d’inspirer I’art, la publicité, le média et la photo
artistique. Aussi allons—nous utiliser les théories sémiologiques pour interpréter et tirer
des significations.

Mots clés: Printemps Arabe; la Piéta; photographie; mémoire populaire; archétype;
post—orientalisme; art; Yemen.
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Abstract

“Arab Spring» Cinema: A Critical View

Ibrahim al-Ariss

Cinema and Literary Critic

Where Arab cinemas stand almost four years since the Arab Spring began?
Thousands of shots have been taken during the Arab Spring’s events, and tens of films
were composed from such shots. Many films were shot in Egypt, Tunisia and Syria
— these are some key Arab Spring countries — while many cinema festivals around
the globe, probably more than Arab festivals, consecrated detailed or partial events
for “The Arab Spring Cinema,” as they called it. Does this mean that we've got a
comprehensive or semi—comprehensive cinematic context reflecting filmmakers’ views
about these events and their details and meanings? Also, can we say that the volatile
Arab political events, which were at the core of the Arab Spring, gave birth to artistic,
including cinematic products? After seeing many of the films made, including some
with seemingly acceptable artistic, expressive and intellectual levels, it’s not logical to
say that answer can be yes. The Arab revolutionary cinema was born from the womb
of Arab events, both satisfying and frightening. What has been achieved and become
popular, receiving some applause, some acceptance and some denunciation, can be
described as a cinema about revolution, following and commenting about events. A
revolutionary cinema, verbatim, still has to wait. Once it arises, it will certainly know
how to create additional awareness that will play a key role in supporting the Arab
Spring with an additional spring, an awareness spring without which the promised
Arab Spring will not be complete.

Keywords: Arab Spring; Cinema; Cinematic Integrated Text; Revolutionary
Cinema; Arab revolutions.
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Résumé

La révolution en tant que questionnement de I’art:
Le graffiti comme un théatre de la rue

Mayssoun Ali

Le theme de ce travail est celui du» questionnement de ['art a travers la
révolutiony a travers les répercussions de la révolution syrienne au niveau artistique.
1l est actuellement de fait que [l’interaction de l’art avec la réalité syrienne est d’une
complexité considérable et d’une oscillation entre espoir et désespoir durant laquelle
il était tres difficile de faire une halte afin d’appréhender les événements et de se
questionner a propos de [’efficacité de son aspect artistique et de sa capacité a produire
une ceuvre d’art capable de dépasser les événements factuels. L’art a—t—il trouvé son
chemin et décelé sa problématique dans cette interaction entre art et révolution? Dans
cette étude, nous allons se concentrer sur le phénomene artistique du graffiti révélé
le plus efficace. La révolution a su récupérer efficacement cet art absent et opprime,
notamment en Syrie. Cette forme artistique a déclenché la révolution a Daraa le 15
mars 2011: des petites mains d’enfant sont tracé sur les murs des phrases devenues le
symbole d’une nouvelle étape. Le mur est devenu le dernier refuge en tant qu’un acte
renouvelable de contestation malgré les efforts du pouvoir de [’effacer. Il représente
également une valeur artistique qui frappe l'imagination de tout le monde. Le but de ce
travail est de chercher a définir ’art du graffiti, son contexte social et artistique ainsi
que sa relation avec la culture Hip Hop. L’étude se porte également sur le fond et les
objectifs de cet art et son réle dans la contestation sociale en Syrie ainsi que ses motifs
visuels. Des exemples de cet art ainsi qu 'une étude sémiologique de quelques exemples
sont utilisés a I’appui.

Mots—clés: Graffiti; art; culture Hip Hop; révolution; Syrie.
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Abstract

The body as a vessel and an actor of revolutions

Mona Fayad

This paper deals with the subject of the body as a vessel for the revolution and
an active actor on the field, initiating from its «movement» which is embodied in space
and causing great transformation in its being, its own progression and to the reality.
Revolution is the act of an anger—full protest. The act of protesting implies the existence
of two opposing forces or contrasting dynamics within a material and realistic space
which manifests in our practical life. A space has its own boundaries and is controllable;
it is what the field of anthropology conceptually defines as a spatial domain, i.e. the
habitable space where the body systematically functions. Protesting infers an act of
the body. The human body, however, is not individualistic: for it overflows constantly
beyond its limits. It is emanation by itself, standing by itself and embodied into space.
Therefore, it is the source of authority per excellence, liable to be oppressed, harassed,
hated, tortured and even killed. As a result, the Arab regimes resorted to an emergency
law in order to control the Arab citizen restricting his presence and movement while
allowing the police to have the freedom to violate the sacredness of his without any
accountability. By using the concept of Biopolitics or bio power in the study, we will try
to understand the situation that preceded the Syrian revolution and what became of it;
how people were owning, managing or anything to their pure biological existence (the
so—called «bare lifey), individually and collectively, taking the burning of Bou Azizi's
body and Kalid Said’d «dead without assassiny as founder acts.

Keywords: Revolution; body; biopolitics; vessel of the revolution; Tunisia; Egypt;
Syria.
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Abstract

Establishing Slogans in the Syrian Revolution

Omar Kouch

This paper starts from considering language as an essential form of communication
between people and as a framework for cultural, political and social concepts which
possess special symbolism. The establishing slogans are being studied from the starting
point as a phenomenon in the time of the revolution. This phenomenon draws from the
lives of the people and their memory. The Syrian Revolution is distinguished with the
language of its slogans which changed according to its stages, the revolution which
started as a peaceful protest, then possessed political, media and military compounds
and frameworks. The peaceful demonstrations were characterized with the spontaneous
and thoughtful slogans at the same time. It turned into celebrating scenes which
combined between public heritage (songs and carnivals) and new artful inventions;
a phenomenon which was the first of its kind in the modern revolutions. The different
stages of the Syrian revolution were characterized with the multiplicity and changeability
in slogans rose. In the beginning, they were concentrating on freedom and dignity. And
then with the horizontal spread of the revolution, the increase in the number of martyrs
and the flowing of blood in the streets, the slogans changed and started to demand
toppling of the Assad regime and holding those in charge responsible. In this paper
we try to read the language of the slogans, the names of the Fridays, to explain their
denotations and components, to search their deep roots in the popular heritage and
study the inventions created by the youth and people of the revolution.

Keywords: Syrian revolution; slogan; popular heritage; language; names of
Fridays; Youth; Syria.
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